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ORD OF THE FLIES

Salmon fishing in New Brunswick is an angler's dream for Sebastian Hope, but only after
he masters the idiosyncratic vernacular of the local flies

t i said that Father Elmer Smith, a fisher of
salmon as well as of men, conceived of 4 e
kird of fiy one evening in 1960 when he
threw his cigar butt imbo the Miramichi Biver,
and watched a salmon rise to it repeatedly 2
it Hewted derwnstream. He tied an imilation
aut af trimemed desr hair and 5o was bomn the
Bormher (pictu wd orverleal, It iz a pattern
that has earmed a place in fly boxes worldwide,
They are proud of their salmon fshing heritage in New
Bronseick. The Grst :.r\-c:-llin!:;_ AT date back to the

mich-19th century. In contrast o the gady “clagsic” Hies
of the timie, Mew Bnmsvack flies were expressions of the
vernaculbar, made of the materials oo baowd, with pames o
mairh, Black Bear Bed Buil, Black Bear Gresn Fur
Elack Bear Orange Butt, .. [ have never been convineesd
such mimor coloar char 1265 Cazl make a real diference o
the fish, bt local author i'.l.'-lrg Underhill and his Fir.hir.g
hl:rrl.ig.' Dave '!ngrr'.n” are d'.:c'l:-:sin; the matter with
EOITE Vigour im the hack of the SUV and T don't imtermipe.
"1 asked Herts bow o tie me LIp S0 Killer Whistkers
with blue butts and you should try them, We'll o by
Hert's 5 |'..-:'-]'.- this afternoon. When we get to the rver

Frm sl il eoim

If the Miramichi is the most
accessible of North America’s
salmon vivers, the Restigouche

is the most exelusive. At one point

the whole river became privale

wiaving water weed, the curment roving at o doeotly
in thiz lar srater, Gary
- the Green Machine

pace and deceptively strong ave

L= an another Miramichi cla
ard prints fo where a line of dimpbes marks the surface.
That’s where ihey lie, that's the very best”
As | work downstream, the others step in belind me
unitil there are four of ws fishing dowsm the pool. Maost
pools are big snough to accommodate multiple dTrgiers,

angl sovme are r'-'!-lipruh'l wath chairs where Hehermen
wait their tum in the mtanon, There g & shout Fom
upstrearn; it is Dave, third in llne, who has hooked &
salmon, ansd then loses iL Gary voes up to see, and on
his way Dog, fourth man ing rolls a Fish, Gary beckons
me back to the top of the pool. T change to a Killes
Whiskers. The Miramichi stvle is to Boat the dey ,
the tish in a dead drift, pieking it up the moment i
starts to drag, Itis intense, focusing on the By in s
vhort drift, expecting it w be engulfed ar any moment,
but the surface action has stopped. 1 champe back o the
Green Machine, and land a small prilse.

Herhs Fly ﬁltn.;- i5 8 shed in hls drbveway, His som, wha
drives trucks on the Trans-Canada :_['El"'""":" ties the Hies
|'||":II!_r [anes fn thie weet flieg it a cabinst. " You ekoald ret
some of those, Ask him what they're called” “What're
thesse calledd, Herb?” “Same Thing, Murray” “Ask him
wiry they are called that” "Whv're they called that, Herb?
"Twra spoars, f;sl'.ir.t_' up here for a week, one catchin’ a
let of Fish, the ather asks his friend what're they bitine
on. Sothe first time b tells e ivs this new fhy he s
tied ug, down't have a name yet. He kesps on hooking fish,
andd his friend keeps on asking, and he keegs on saying,
‘Bame thing, Murray, so thars sshat he called it it @ not
doing me much good that evering. Dawve books and lands
a 14lb i.:r. on the Killer Whitkers, As the bats corme out
a salreon rises o my Bombes, but does noe tale,

If thie Miranyichl is the most accesible of North
America’s Atlantic salmon rivers, the Restipouchs
vctured on previows page) s the most exclusive. The
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Gary Celdbord, o gl.‘!-:l.-e-. Ik ot my Diess, “Whare d'yvau
pet thes3" | tell him abous the elapboand house on the
highway, the sim “Salmon Flies”, the old man picking
Calorado beetles off his potato plants. “Thats Vaughan
Arksan, used o ke a |-_:1:|:¢_|-r.', but his fies wan't work on

the Mlirammichi; they're Caing River i

The Miramichi system drains the wild heare of Mew
Erunswick and By claim o being the moest prolific
Arlantic malmon fishery in Morth America, The river is
split st two branches, and the larger, the South West
kain, has its oem network of fisghable tributares, soch as
the Caing, Renous and J]ll:ll_-;.'.n'-c:-:s Eavers. Lhe loverer
SECTHITIS 1'i:'-'\-.'.".lirn|'.::_li| farmnlaned and settlements and the
||'.l.'|||':'.'l:iE|. fften om A4 |l::-'|i. i::r*-lln::-.:'i lasde, i% a _::-.|1-'|:|l.'.'-:|:l:
of public and private. It is unusual for neightouring pools
10 be owned by the same person and although there are a
'!'H'.'-!n-clg-:':x, such as Wilson's !‘:-p-c::ri:'.g |:-.IJTI_I'IF. which have
private access to 3 |nn_|:r-r siretch nf water, the best
.I.'!'f.-TI:A.'lC'h i that .'n:l-'-'|:-‘.:':i I'ﬂl. :'|':.'!'|'Iil i 'r::lE_'I'.In.u it Cinntry
Haven I.-':dg-e;' & '.'_'::-1'..1;H'4. whin lepses '|:u|.|!: 1p and doram
the river in addition o the ones be cems .-e::ric__-hr

Crary puts me inte the pool just below the road Bridze
| wade out on the smoath g.—.u'l"i hed :Til'l_!_:'L"':i with

List of the owners and the members of their private cluls
reads like a wha's who of thie baidders ot America. Af ane
prant the whaole rver becanms ;:fi'.'an: and there was
ficrachere even for the locals 1o fish, bot nowadays
residents can enter a drawy for days on Croesn Beserve
Water, amd some of the private lodpes offer spare rods o
outsiders. We stop at one, Larmys Gulch, a sworied lodpe
owmed h:-' the state government. The river Hows through
odd forest where hald ¢.1|;|r~-' nest, The puides take us out
in canaes, but without rods — there is no avallability that
weske, | iz tarture, hur it weets the Appetire b it rel
stop, the Bestigouache River Lodge, the onlby camg om the
hat s fully open o the public.

“It nearly didn’t happen,” says Kelth Vanacore {pictured
above), one of the lodpe’s American ownees. "The old
gentheman whao sold s his canp had a better offer from a
private ciub, but be wanted to see it open to everyone.”
We are Fisk ing the lowest af the 'r._‘la:gu-'-; |u.-'-._ SErEy, car

E

_ is the bow of the cance oo the Bl stream
amst crops anchon A gravel bar loroes tse wates hasd
agaimst the bank, and there 15 a lie along the mside of the
currentd, | am locking straight down Keith's line as it
SRINES, then ’i_..':':’k."l'-'. theity atarts I‘.'J'-'i.'ll:_ lils resal. The
salmion mans donamistream. When it becornes elear it @5 nos
ing, Gerry lifts the anchor and poles us down

ater and beaches 1
Erith reaches the end of the gravel bar his backing line is
dizappearing tast and the water is too deep to cross to the

Shi

& rande, hit when

|‘t‘:|'||:-C. I,'_,e;'.'-, races back to leteh the Lanoe agn amd we
chimb in. The fish is still poing, dowss towands the railway
bridae, into Kestigouche Salmon Clah water (the b
controls about f4km of the river). We kand again and
Baeith is now ruming through the seoub willow, Finally,
his fly-line re-ermerges from the water, passes the top ring
o thie rod, 1s wound ontes the reel and a beautiful 211k
salmeon: comies 10 hand (pictured abore],

Crn my last morning, 1 bsh with Jacques Herouz,
om of New Brunswick’s leading Ay-tvers, thoogh

Ciockw i Frese lop teit

1 sebection of Bosmders, 2
aalmni My imeented an the
Hiramichi fver. Kelll
Vanacore, o m-swanr af Larmy's
iGuich Lodge, baoks a 21ib
walmon on the Restigouche.
Vanaare holds ki cabch

u.'i;;in.'llh_.' from Cuebec, “But we're
in Quiebher now,” he sy
Ihe Restigoache forms the borde
between the two provinoes, and
o Bime zones. Anchoned at the
top ot Ledges ;_"rnl, I am casting
he Cvehec shore, and on the
first drop a salmon swirls at my
fhe. "He didn't fesl the hook ™ asks Gerry, “Sit down and
walt & minute, That's a working fish,” It is a long
minute, “Mow shorten up about a vard and do the same
comes again and takes the Ay and 1 lifi

cast The |
oy rowd dnte it 18 jaTnps Faice and STAYE 0N "Liooks
better than 200b" He has just pulled up the anchor o
oot ashiore when the line 204 ShACK

Another fish comes at my fly on the nest drop, and

wE can soe it iy even hig_ﬂ:-l. [ suppest ChAnZInG BZAiN
tora Green Machine, bur |.r|]|:n's BAYE |E'||1,' dion 't s
Miramechi fies up here. Wi 2o hack to the Re 5.I_l;__lhl'|l_.|:'I;|_'
clagsie, the Hucty Fat -_"'.:.' the time we reach the and of
the pool. and the end of my fishing, [ have risen five fish
honked a grilse and lost a good salmon, but put mothing
in the net, Owver lunch, Eeith tells me by way of

BT CIANEE ST AD0uT all the 30 ;.-'mi--dn_-m |_!||_-'_. had in
2011, that there are 50- and |:|I.'|-|'u'-|,|_|'.|_|-|_- e oint there and
| amn giad to hear it it's hard oo teel disappointed bor
lomg while eating hor lobster with melted butter. +

REEL-GOOD FALTOR

Seherstion Hope braveled a5 2 guest of the Canadian Tourism
Commision fewa lpepeploring cal aecd Tourism New Bromnswick
(W daursm 'Jllh'r!'l'll'ﬁ'hi-'ll: -3k MM calmon season = ARl
L5001 1%; Reshipouche, May Phepeember 3 Bia June-Baa July is
e Eime. UK aganis Aardvark MoLeod [O0960-547 359, waw,

wr charkime kool oom) and G Fishing Worldwide (0205742 [556;
wpa gnfishingyaoriwice okl have svalability on both rivers,
Country Havwen Lodgs and Costages, « | S00-540 D000, wwsa
miramchifish.com, from about E321 per parsan per night all

relisie, Lamy's Gulch Lodge, <1506-254 2404/ +1506-444 4543
wvlarmysguichca. rom §1043 per person for tem nighis all
irchishe. Restigonche River Lodge, «1506-75% L1 waw
reshEEnUIC R IDaEe. Lo, (roim aDout 1,928 per parsan e week

all mclusive, Wilsen's Sporting Camps, +1S06-365 FA62; wven
wWiREAmpsSnnuE, from about E450 par pessan pe meht all
inCusTen, Alr Camada (DET1-220 LLLL weaw, aincanadaocm ) Mies Tror
Heatherray o) Momcton vie Hal !:E f, Worvires or Toronoo, from €2 L6000

Vara i -.q--_l'-l:l RO




